A revised key to the 57 indigenous and naturalised species of Ipomoea L. in southern Africa is presented.
INTRODUCTION
During the preparation of the Convolvulaceae for the Flora o f southern Africa (FSA), Vol. 28. part 1. it became evident that the key to Ipomoea L. published by Meeuse (1957) in his revision of the South African Convol vulaceae had become outdated. As publication of this part of the FSA is not expected in the near future, it will be useful to publish a revised key now. Meeuse (1957) listed 47 species of Ipomoea occur ring naturally or naturalised in the southern African region. He also included Stictocardia Hallier f. (one species in southern Africa which can readily be confused with Ipomoea) and Turbina sensu Meeuse (seven species in southern Africa) in his key to Ipomoea. The list of Ipomoea in the region compiled by Welman (1993) con tained 54 species, including I. shupangensis Baker and I. urbaniana (Dammer) Hallier f., both from tropical Africa; these are now excluded. The treatment of Ipomoea for FSA Vol. 28.1 will contain 57 species. Four are new records for the region namely I. fanshawei Verde., /. fulvicaulis (Hochst. ex Choisy) Boiss. ex Hallier f. var. fulvicaulis, I. ochracea (Lindl.) G.Don, all from northern Botswana and I. consimilis Schulze-Menz from northern KwaZulu-Natal. The endemic I. bisavium A.M eeuse was described after the publication of M eeuse 's revision: t. 1360 (1961) .
In Meeuse & Welman (1996) Meeuse & Welman (1996) it is also mentioned that I. carnea Jacq. subsp. fistulosa (Mart, ex Choisy) D.Austin (I. fistulosa Mart, ex Choisy) should be excluded from the list of Ipomoea species in the region. However, it has recently become clear that this poisonous exotic plant often occurs as an escape from cultivation and it is there fore included in the revised key; see Welman (1997) .
Some more exotic species have escaped from cultiva tion and are naturalised; these are also included in the key. Several other exotic species of Ipomoea are culti vated in especially the warmer parts of the region and may rarely occur as culture relics or garden escapes and are not included in the key, notably the following: I. arborescens (Kunth) G.Don (small tree with up to 50 mm long white flowers), I. batatas 
